
New York Youth Symphony 
Orchestra Auditions | 2026-2027

Dear Orchestra Applicant,

Thank you for applying to join the New York Youth Symphony for our 2026–2027 season! We have 
many exciting plans for the orchestra and are looking forward to meeting you and hearing you play.

Your audition will consist of both solo repertoire and orchestral excerpts, which are selected mostly 
from the upcoming season’s repertoire; in a few cases, I have included other excerpts to help you 
showcase your playing in a variety of styles.

You can expect the following at your live audition:

1) Begin with an orchestral excerpt of your choice from the list.

2) We will then choose other excerpts we would like to hear. We may not get to hear all the
excerpts, but you are expected to prepare all of them.

3) Solo Repertoire: Please prepare at least three minutes of your solo repertoire. You do not
necessarily have to start at the beginning; pick a portion (or multiple portions) that represents you
the best as a musician and also helps to demonstrate a variety of different styles.

4) If you are applying for a principal or assistant principal position, or auxiliary instruments with
specific orchestral solo excerpts, you will play them in addition to the main excerpts. Please note
not all instruments have principal excerpts.

For the orchestral excerpts, we are interested in witnessing your skills as an engaged member of an 
ensemble. In my opinion, the best excerpts playing is one that can demonstrate your awareness of the 
totality of the orchestral sound and not just your part. Therefore, I picked at least one excerpt that 
requires such awareness. I am also only providing tempo markings and not metronome markings 
(unless given by the composer).

So, please keep the following elements in mind as you prepare: appropriate style for each composer, 
awareness of what is going on in the rest of the orchestra and your role in it, and careful observation of 
all indications on the part. You should utilize scores and recordings (many, not just one) as your 
resources. Almost all scores and parts are available on imslp.org for free.

Thank you for all the hard work you will put into your preparation, and please let us know if you have 
any questions. We are immensely looking forward to hearing your music!

Andrew J. Kim 



TIMPANI & PERCUSSION

NYYS Orchestra Audition 
Repertoire 2026-2027 

Excerpts

Timpani
Stravinsky 
Beethoven 
Elgar  

Bass Drum
Stravinsky 

Rite of Spring, #189 - end
Symphony No. 7, Mov’t IV, 7 before K - end 
Enigma Variations, Troyte, All

Rite of Spring, #72 - 2nd bar of #75 
  #187 - end

Snare Drum
Delécluse Étude No. 1

Cymbals
Tchaikovsky Symphony No. 4, Mov't IV, mm. 272 - end

Tambourine
Dvorak Carnival Overture, Beg. - C

Xylophone
Messiaen Oiseaux exotiques

Glockpenspiel
Dukas  L’Apprenti Sorcier, 4th bar of #17 - #24 
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Timpani
Stravinsky - Rite of Spring, #189 - end

[

]
FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

The excerpt from Stravinsky - Rite of Spring is protected under copyright.



Timpani
Beethoven - Symphony No. 7 
Mov’t IV, 7 before K - end 

[

]



Timpani
Elgar - Enigma Variations 
Troyte, All

[

]



Bass Drum
Stravinsky - Rite of Spring 
#72 - 2nd bar of #75 

[

]

FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY
The excerpt from Stravinsky - Rite of Spring is protected under copyright.



Bass Drum
Stravinsky - Rite of Spring,  #187 - end

[

]
FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

The excerpt from Stravinsky - Rite of Spring is protected under copyright.



Snare Drum 
Delécluse, Étude  
No. 1 



Allegro con fuoco 

[

]

Cymbals
Tchaikovsky - Symphony No. 4
Mov't IV, mm. 272 - end



[

]

Tambourine
Dvorak - Carnival Overture 
Beginning to C



[
Xylophone 
Oiseaux exotiques



[

Glockenspiel 
Dukas - L’Apprenti Sorcier
4th bar of #17 - #24

]
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